Green Cross Medical Cannabis Fact Sheet 

What is medical cannabis?
Medical cannabis refers to the use of Cannabis as a prescription drug, most notably as an antiemetic. The term medical marijuana post-dates the U.S. Marijuana Tax Act of 1937, the effect of which made cannabis prescriptions illegal in the United States. 
Cannabis was listed in the United States Pharmacopeia from 1850 until 1942.  The United States federal government does not currently recognize any legitimate medical use. Nonetheless, Francis L. Young, an administrative law judge with the Drug Enforcement Agency, has declared that in its natural form, (cannabis) is one of the safest therapeutically active substances known.
What is THC?

Tetrahydrocannabinol, also known as THC, Δ9-THC, Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol), Δ¹-tetrahydrocannabinol (using an older numbering scheme), or dronabinol, is the main psychoactive substance found in the Cannabis plant. In pure form it is a glassy solid when cold and becomes viscous and sticky if warmed. THC has a very low solubility in water, but a good solubility in most organic solvents such as pure ethanol or hexane. 

What is the difference between Indica and Sativa? 

Indica and Sativa plants are the most commonly used form of marijuana for medical purposes. However, the two different strains usually offer confusion amongst users. 

Sativa plants have less chlorophyll than the Indica counterpart. It has a higher THC content to Cannabinoid (CBD) ratio and offers a much more energetic type of mood. Sativa is used most commonly to elevate a depressed mood. 

Indica has a higher CBD content to THC ratio and induces a more relaxing mood. This is a treatment for anxiety, pain, tremors and many more applications. Indica is most commonly used to induce appetite. 

However, many of today's strains have been cross-bred between the two offering the benefits of both strains while reducing the lesser desired effects of the other. Please feel free to ask our staff about what may best help your condition. 


Has There Been Research?

A number of studies indicate that THC may provide medical benefits for cancer and AIDS patients by increasing appetite and decreasing nausea, and by blocking the spread of some cancer-causing Herpes simplex viruses. It has been shown to assist some glaucoma patients by reducing pressure within the eye, and is used in the form of cannabis by a number of multiple sclerosis patients to relieve the spasms associated with their condition. Studies also indicate a variety of negative effects associated with constant, long-term use, including short-term memory loss, and depression. The long-term effects of THC on humans have been disputed because its status as an illegal drug almost everywhere prevents research into the subject. The issue has become deeply politicized.

Why choose cannabis vaporization?

Vaporization is a technique for avoiding respiratory toxins in marijuana smoke by heating cannabis to a temperature where the psychoactive ingredients evaporate without causing combustion.

Laboratory studies have shown vaporizers can efficiently deliver cannabinoids while eliminating or reducing immensely other smoke toxins.

As of December 29 2006, how many MCDs are in San Francisco? 

There are currently thirty-one mcd’s in the city of San Francisco. As of now, only 16 mcd’s have filed an application for an MCD permit with the San Francisco Health Department. Some facilities will not be able to meet the new ADA standards, and at least two more mcd’s will need to relocate as they are established in dense residential areas. Two more mcd’s face an expiring lease with landlords who are reluctant to renew them.  Others will face strong neighborhood resistance.
How many patients are in San Francisco? 

As of December 29, 2006 there are currently 2,725 patients in San Francisco that possess the new state medical marijuana card. Another 1000+ possess cards as caregivers.  Note: this does not include up to 3,500 patients that possess valid SF Health Dept. issued medical marijuana cards which are valid through December 2007 or the many, patients that elect not to get an identification card for fear of government retributions. SF patients deserve access to high-quality, affordable medical cannabis.  Denying patients access to local, regulated mcd’s is tantamount to making cannabis a gate-way drug: it forces patients back to underground drug dealers.

Pertinent to the Green Cross and its operations…

Is your operation legal? 

Yes, in every sense of the word. In 1996, California voters passed Prop. 215, a law making cannabis legal for medical reasons, and we operate under these conditions very strictly. For more information, please consult our Know Your Rights Section at our website:  www.thegreencross.org

Who Are the Patient Members of The Green Cross?
All of us at The Green Cross are supporters of the Medical Cannabis Movement and seek to protect patients' rights to make their own medical decisions.

Patients become Green Cross members by demonstrating proper documentation. The Green Cross membership fee is free. Discounts for our cannabis products are also provided to veterans on Sundays.

In compliance with state and local SF laws, The Green Cross requires patients to have a current recommendation from a medical professional, an up-to-date patient ID issued by the City of San Francisco or a Green Cross membership card. 
What else do you carry?
The Green Cross carries alternative methods of treatment: concentrates, THC sprays, tinctures, the bay areas lowest priced medications and more. In addition, The Green Cross is also soon to carry a small line of apparel.
 Literature which informs patients of their rights and other educational material about medical cannabis is always available from The Green Cross on our website...

The mission of The Green Cross is to create a safe, friendly, professional environment for our clients. The entire staff strives to provide a service educating our local community while offering the most affordable, effective medications.

